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Abstract. Two new species of Dracaena Vand. ex L.

(Asparagaceae, Nolinoideae) from Central Africa are

here described and illustrated. Dracaena longipetio-

lata Mwachala & Eb. Fisch. from Gabon is distin-

guished from D. phrynioides Hook, by its long petioles

and elliptic leaves. Dracaena litoralis Mwachala & Eb.

Fisch. is described from Cameroon and also occurs in

Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, and Congo-Brazzaville.

This new taxon differs from D. braunii Engl, by its

smaller flowers whose perianth lobes are shorter than

the tube. The identity of D. braunii is discussed and

its affinity with D. litoralis analyzed.
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Herb with subterranean rhizome; plants to 35 cm
tall, petioles 37-85 cm, 2-3 mmwide, wingless.

Leaf lamina elliptic, widest at middle, rounded at

the base, acuminate at the apex, 25-30 X 8.5-10

cm, main parallel veins visible on adaxial surface,

reticulate venation with secondary venation anasto-

mosing between main parallel veins prominent on

abaxial surface, midrib conspicuous abaxially,

ending before leaf apex, discolorous, dark green on

adaxial surface and rusty brown on abaxial surface.

Rachis of inflorescence to 35 cm, 1.5-2 mmdiam.;

inflorescence paniculate, appearing spikelike, fruits

on lateral glomerules (condensed lateral partial

inflorescences), each glomerule with ca. 5 pedicels;

pedicels not exceeding 1 mm. Flowers not known.

Fruit an ellipsoid, 3-lobed berry, 15 X 8 mm.

Dracaena Vand. ex L. belongs to the family

Asparagaceae, subfamily Nolinoideae, according to

the APG III classification (Stevens, 2008; APG III,

2009; Chase et al., 2009). This subfamily is

represented in Central and East Africa by three

genera, namely Dracaena, Eriospermum Jacq. ex

Willd., and Sansevieria Thunb. (APG III, 2009).

While preparing a revision of Dracaena for Flora of

Tropical East Africa, several unidentified specimens

came to light that represent new species, two of which

have already been described (Mwachala et al., 2007;

Mwachala & Cheek, 2012). Two further new taxa are

described in the present paper.

Dracaena longipetiolata Mwachala & Eb. Fisch. sp.

nov. TYPE: Gabon. Crystal Mtns., 12 km SWof

chutes de Kinguele [Kinguele Falls], 18 Feb.

1966, N. Halle & J. F. Villiers 5362 (holotype,

P). Figure 1.

Distribution and habitat. Dracaena longipetiolata

is known only from the type collection from the Crystal

Mountains in Gabon. The new species was found in

riverine vegetation, in submontane rainforest.

IUCN Red List category. Dracaena longipetiolata

is assessed as DD or Data Deficient, according to

IUCN (2001) criteria. More exploration in the Crystal

Mountains is required to establish the range and

habitat requirements for this species.

This new taxo

Dracaena aubryana Brongn.

Mwachala (2005), based on

usually not exceeding 1 min height and its possession

of a distinct petiole that is at least half as long as the

lamina. It differs from D. phrynioides Hook, by its

greatly reduced stems and the wingless petioles. These

are between 37 and 85 cm in length, and over twice as

long as the leaf lamina, which is elliptic. While also

having very short stems, D. phrynioides has a leaf

lamina much shorter and not exceeding 25 cm, about

equaling the petiole, and is ovate-lanceolate in shape.
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Despite the fact that flowers are presently unknown

and the specimens bear only mature fruits, we describe

this new species as it shows very distinctive features

and can be easily recognized.

Dracaena braunii Engl, in Baker and Engl., Bot.

Jahrb. Syst. 15: 479, taf. XX (20). 1893 [1892].

TYPE: Cameroon: “Kamerun, Malimba,” 1889,

/. Braun 329 (holotype, B). Figure 2.
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Dracaena Braunzi Eng l

.
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